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(Chapter 10) 



Exploration  

 Usually conducted with methods that do not cause 
significant environmental damage (e.g. 
geophysiscs). 
 

 Drilling, geochemical sampling (e.g. trenching) or 
staying for longer periods of time at the same 
place might affect the surroundings 
(environment). 
 

 Every company should aim at minimizing any 
impact. 

 
 How would you react? – Act accordingly 

 
 
 

 
 



Routines 

 Environmental code and the Minerals Act 
 

 Self-regulation or ”Egenkontroll” is a 
requirement in Sweden. 
• Routines, check lists and documentation. 
• Authorities may audit you (environmental 

inspections). 
 

 Environmental Management systems simplifies 
things, so does environmental policies => Not a 
requirement though. 
 

 Who does what? Client? Contractor? 
Responsibilities. 

 
 
 

 
 



Example – Check-list 



Risk analysis – Known risks 

 Perform a risk analyis before you start the 
exploration. 

 Impact from off-road driving (need a permit) 
 Chemicals (e.g. lubricants), oils and fuels 
 Handling of water 

• Might need a permit (surface/groundwater) 
• Land-owner´s permission? 

 Noise (and vibration) 
 Handling of drill-cuttings 

• Sludge - Collect? 
 Hot-work 

• Welding/cutting – Fires 
 Drilling on ice/lakes  

 
 
      

 
 

 
 



Waste management and remediation 

 Storage, transport, handling of hazardous chemicals need 
routines for collection and disposal.  
 

 Preparedness plan for clean-up (accidents)? E.g. fuel spills. 
• Who reports the incident to which authority? 
• Adresses, phone-nrs e.g. Hospital, fire-deparment, 

environmental department (municipality). 
• How to perform the clean-up. 
• Equipment to be used (e.g. absorption material for fuel spills) 

      
Incidents/Accidents must be reported - A requirement 

 
 
 

 
 



Site management and post-drilling 

 Clean-up the site, storage areas, 
transportation routes. 
 

 Clean up of drill-cuttings? 
 

 Waste must be transported away. 
 

 Casings left behind should be no more 
than 100 mm above the ground. 
 

 Sealing of leaking drill-holes is 
recommended. 

 
      
 

 
 

 
 



Where is the casing? 



Core cutting and collection of waste-water 



More reading 
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